The correlation of passive avoidance deficit in aged rat with the loss of nucleus basalis choline acetyltransferase-positive neurons.
The present study investigates the effects of ageing on the number of choline acetyltransferase (ChAT)-positive neurons in the nucleus basalis (NB) and the correlation between the number of ChAT-positive neurons and passive avoidance (PA) retention in young (3-month-old) and aged (26-month-old) rats. The results indicate that the number of ChAT-positive neurons is decreased in aged rats and that the degree of loss of NB neurons is related to the degree of PA retention deficit in aged rats.